Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/21 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000302470003-4 STAT

gﬂCLEA
\ PAGe USA TODAY
13 November 1985

? MORTON H. HALPERIN

Guest columnist

Stop this attempt
to impose censorship

WASHINGTON — Every
day, US. newspapers publish
Information about national se-
curity that does not come from
official handouts or press con-
ferences by high officials.

Some of this is ferreted out
by enterprising reporters;
some is “leaked” by officiails
who believe they can change
policy by informing the public.

This néws is grist for the mil
of all who seek to exercise
their First Amendment rights
to influence government policy
on matters of war and peace.

Some of the leaks are from
the arms
con olations); ol

m_the left (covert opera-
tions); others are neutral (cost

OVErruns or weapons 0
not work). With ou; these "un-
authorized” disclosures, robust
debate on national security
matters would not be possible.

Senior officials only make
public information that pro-
motes official policies, That in-
formation is not sufficient to
challenge those policies.

The president and his senior
advisers are always concerned
about leaks and have every
right to try to stop them by re-
stricting access to information
and firing those who reveal in-
formation they want kept se-
cret. However, until the Justice
Department indicted Samuel
Morison for providing informa-
tion to a British magazine, the
government had never sought
to use the espionage laws to
punish disclosure to the press,

If Morison’s recent convic-
tion is sustained on appeal, the
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USA will have an Official Se-
crets Act that would enable se-
nior officials to dictate what in-
formation can be disclosed.
The 10 statutes un-
der w

Under the government'’s
new interpretation of these
statutes and of the theft laws,
which were also used
Morison, any publication of na-
tional security information
which is not the result of an of-
ficial high level disclosure is a
crime. The statutes used apply
equally to government officials
and to reporters, to informa-
tion and to documents, and to
serious damaging leaks and
those that only potentially
couid help any other nation.

Various presidents have
asked Congress to enact such
sweeping laws; it has always re-
tused to do so. Now the Justice
Department is asking the
courts to interpret laws intend-
ed for other purposes to create
a sweeping censorship system.

It Congress sought to enact
such a law, it would be violat-
ing the First Amendment. So is
the administration when it
seeks to twist existing law to
meet its objectives. Unless it is
stopped, the right of all of us to
know what the government is
doing and to debate its policies
will be in jeopardy.
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